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Coming Soon to a
 
Theater NearYou
 

South Jersey's picturesque landscape, ferti le f ields of talent, 
and unpara lleled persona lity make it big-screen worthy 

more th an you probably know .. . 

BY ALEXAI\JDRA HAYES I PHOTO BYTII\JA GIAIMO 

T H INK THE PRI M AR Y GAR D E N 

STAT E C O N T R IBU T IO N T O 

television and film revo lves around a par­

ticular HBO series about N oeth Jersey 

mo bste rs' Fugeddabo ud it. W hile t he 

"S op ranos" has ce rtainly helped pu t this 

state o n the televisio n map, dozens of films 

have been filmed here, and a number o f 

m ovi es have been shot througho ut South 

Jersey. Just to name a few: the O scar-n om­

inat ed " Atlantic C ity,""Sna ke Eyes" starring 

Ni cholas C age, and th e cult- classic (1979 

version), "T he Ami tyvill e Horror." 

Want some more ' Other no table South 

Jersey movie co nnections includ e "Tattoo," 

a 1981 film starring B ruce Derri that was 

sho t in Ocean C ity, and Ca rolyn Travis' 

200 4 docu men ta ry "Wildwoo d Days," 

w hich describes th e successful attempts to 

revive one of So uth Jersey's most sto r ied 

beac h villages (as to ld by such cele br ities as 

C hubby C hecke r and Br uce W illis). T he 

roma nt ic "S tea ling H ome," starring M ark 

H armon an d Jodie Foster, was shot in 

C amde n and Margate in 1988. Ten years 

late r, two gambl ing mo vies took place 

in Atl an tic C ity: " So ur Grapes" and 

" Ro unders." And w hile "Harold and 

Ku ma r Go to W hite Cas tle" took place in 

several Mercer County locatio ns, a fict ion al 

C he rry Hi ll franc hise was high ligh ted 

th rou gh ou t the film . 

So me Ca lifornia-b ased stars hail or igi­

nally from right here in So uth Jersey. In 

th e 2007 Tyle r Pe r ry- d irect ed film, 

" Daddy's Littl e Gi rls," ac tress Tasha Smi th 

o f Camde n plays on e of the lead characte rs. 

And , actor-turned-director Jeff Celentano 

(" Mos cow H eat," " U nder th e H ula Sun ") 

grew up in Pemberton. He 's cur rently 

shoo ting "Order o f R ed emption " in N ew 

Jersey, starr ing Tom Berenger and Bu sta 

Rhymes. 

But it 's not just blockb usters th at have 

capt ured So uth Jersey o n film; art- ho use 

flick s and low - budget films abo ut the 

reg io n are gain ing pra ise. At the 2007 

United States Supe r-S Film and D igital 

Vid eo Festival, (in associatio n w ith R utgers 

Universi ty), th ree So uth Jersey filmmakers 
tied for first place in the Best Jersey Film 
category: C hristophe r Banks o f Ga lloway's 

"T he Art of Th eatrica l U shery," Anthony 

Werh un of C leme nto n's " Load ed: 

D row ning the Ego," and Andrea W itting o f 

G lassboro 's "All Gro wn Up " . 

Jo e Fri edman , th e long- tim e dir ec tor o f 

the N ew Jersey Motion Pictur e and T V 

Comm.ission, cites a recent Var iety poll , 

w hich ind ica ted the state is one of th e to p 

Cap e May filmmake r Tom Sims in his nat ura l habitat. 
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five states in the U.S. for filmmaki ng, " We 're 

ver y p roud o f that fact ," says Fried man, 

adding, "Peo ple know thi s is a film -frie ndly 

state . We go out of our way to help with 

films, co mmercials, shows." In o ther wo rds , he 

says, they ge t eve ry thing they need to shoot 

here. 

The state, los ing some prod uctions to 

N ew York, recentl y copied a sim ilar law passed 

in Albany, whereb y film produ ct ion s now 

receive a tax break if th ey elec t to sh oo t in 

N ew Jersey. Friedman says tha t rece nt devel­

o pme nt- a 20-percent tax cred it applied to 

qualified production expenses- was crit ical in 

attr acting and keeping productio ns ins tate. 

Because o f such " attr active ness," the NJ Film 

C o m missio n receives, on average, a do zen 

in quiries and req uests for in format io n every 

day fro m prod uc tion co m pan ies. 

Diane Raver, exe cuti ve di rector and co­

founde r of the Garden State Film Festival, can 

fu rt he r tes tify to the stat e 's production popu­

lar ity. " I 'm very pro ud to rep ort tha t we had 

1110re entries than ever of feature- leng th fil ms 

sho t e ntirely in the state of N ew Jersey, and 

th ey we re g reat!" 

So u th Jersey's Rowan University, with its 

highl y-regarded film an d television produc­

tion department , has tu rn ed o u t hundreds of 

wo uld- be Hollywood dir ecto rs, w ri ters, acto rs 

and p roduce rs- many o f wh om are choosing 

to shoo t " back ho me." 

Rave r was also "in th e business," literally, 

making co m me rcials years ago promoti ng 

Garden State to uri sm . " I shot here every 

cha nce 1co u ld. N ew Jersey has the bes t crew s 

with th e best eq uipme nt." At M arch's Garden 

Sta te Film Festi val (GSF F) , at least two 

Ca lifo rn ian directors submitted mov ies th ey 

sho t in Ocean Cou nty. 

Prod ucers, Fr ied man be lieves, want to feel 

as though the y're bein g " take n care of" and 

to wns h ip com missio ns and o the r gove rn me nt 

offi ces have bent over backward s for so me 

pro ductions . Ju sr rake a look at all th e movies 

shot in the Garden State's casino Mecca . The 

rum -amenable Atlantic C ity government is 

o ne exam ple, says Fri edman . "They make it 

easie r to rum th ere [rather th an in LasVegas] ," 

he says. 

Plus, there 's the state 's varied land scap e: 

fro m the Pin e Ba rren s, to rock quarries , to 

beaches, to ciryscapes. to subur b ia. AJJ of it 

helps dra w film make rs and productio n sco u ts 

to locations all over. " We have such a loca tion 

divers ity," says Friedman. " A mini-A merica 

can be duplicated anywhere: ' 

"I think South Jer sey has a lot of natural 

reso urces. I go w he re th e sto r ies are, and 

42 SOUTH JERSEYMAGAZINE VOLUME 4 ISSUE 2 www.SouthJersey.com 



th ere are plen ty of stories here," adds Tom 

Sims , a film maker based in C ape May. 

" N owadays, everyone and their mother 

can make a movie," says Sims , who got his start 

in moviema king w hen hi - tech, digital video 

cam era tech nology becam e cheaper. He sub­

mi tted his film " Bitte rness" (which he made 

along w ith his co mpany Above the Line 

Films) to thi s year's C ape May NJ State Film 

Festival and 150 people attended the pre­

miere. Sims 's latest, "New River," premiered 

at the end of March and he's working right 

now on a holiday-themed comedy. 

R ecen tly, Sims has noticed an 

willingness of local crews: "If I was in 

Philade lphia or New York, for such a low­

budget film, I couldn't have tapped into such 

a network of peop le who wanted to 'pitch in,' 

help ing me lau nch th is [Bittercress] project." 

"South Je rsey has a certain love of the arts. 

I needed th e cama rader ie of a local acting 

troupe, and we pulled it o ff in seven days. It 

was a ma rathon," says Sims of his quick 

"Bi tte rness" shoot. 

They Shoot, They Film, 
They Score! 

So uth Jers ey filmmakers, apparently, start 

their craft at a young age. Like thousands of 

tee ns across the co untry. 23-year-old Mike 

Licisyn (rhyme s with 'decision') began his cel­

luloid odyssey" by bor rowing his parents' cam­
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corder to mak e parod ies or spoofs in th e 

"Monty Python " tradit ion. 

Licisyn g radua ted from Washington 

Town shi p Hi gh Sc hoo l, in Glo ucester 

County, which has a fully fimc tioni ng media 

produc tio n dep artment. H e then went on to 

pursue filmma king at Rowan and says he 

almost always uses his high school buddies as 

his crewmates, In fact , dur ing the summer 

before his senio r ' year, a comedy sketch he 

mad e, show ing him and his friends maki ng 

fun of an N 'Syn c music video, actu ally made 

it on MTV 's " To tal Reques t Live." H e even 

help ed a friend from H addo nfie ld make a 

movi e, as well: "T his is what o ur passion is. 

We get togeth er and we make movies." 

Licisyn's longest feature, the 
90-minute "Township," has 
played at venues in NYC 
and at the GSFF. He uses 
regionally based actors 
because he believes local 
talent is more dedicated to 
locally produced films. 
"Especially in South Jersey," 
he says, "there's an 
incredible and large talent 
pool to pull from." 

R aver is a big fan of Licisyus Mi xed N uts 

Productio ns. " He pu lls [crew mem bers] from 

So uth Jersey and Ph iladelphia. The talent he 

has in his films is o uts tand ing," she says. 

O ther So uth Jersey filmma kers start even 

younger , and wo rk even sma ller. Pet er 

H err on, a stude nt at Moorestow n H igh 

Sch oo l, m ade it to the finals of the Ce llFlix 

Festival for "B lind Before Yesterd ay," h is 30 ­

seco nd movi e sho t entirely on a (no kidding) 

cell-pho ne . 

Licisyn s lon gest feature, the 90 -minute 

"Town ship ," has played at venues in NYC and 

at th e GSFF. H e uses regionally based acto rs 

because he believes 10caJ talent is more dedi­

cated to locally produced films. "Especially in 

South Jersey," he says, "there 's an incredib le 

and large talent pool to pull from." 

" I really like [shooting in] N ew Jersey," he 

adds. " I think there's a whole lot here to offer. 

Peop le that I know who have tried the LA rou te 

end up waiting tables. There's an incredible 

independ ent film industry on the East Coas t 

and Jersey is right in the rnideUe. For indepen­

dent filmmakers, South Jersey is ideal." • 
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